Getting Started Guide —

United States Census Bureau
American Community Survey

> Home page access

TOPICS GEOGRAPHY  LIBRARY DATA

Population, Economy  Maps, Products

U.S. Department of Commerce | Blogs | Index A-Z | Glossary | FAQs

SURVEYS/PROGRAMS NEWSROOM ABOUT US

News,Blogs O Researon fseacn _______a

Infographics, Publications  Tools, Developers  Respond, Survey Data

// Census.gov / Our Surveys & Programs / American Community Survey (ACS)

American Community Survey (ACS)

About the Survey

Respond to the Survey
News & Updates
Data
Guidance for Data Users

Geography & ACS

Technical
Documentation

Methodology
Library

Operations and
Administration

Contact Us

Respond to the ACS
Learn how

- Listing of
additional
resources and

data repositories
with data
available for
download based
on user query

The American Community Survey (ACS) helps local officials, community
leaders, and businesses understand the changes taking place in their
communities. It is the premier source for detailed population and housing

Stats In Action: New Orleans... @
information about our nation. K - s g

=

Where can | get ACS
data?

How do | respond to
the ACS?

Why do you ask each
question?

Data

2017 Data Release
Learn more about 2017 ACS data releases, including the latest release of new 2017 ACS 1-year
estimates.

Data Tell Stories. Tell Us Yours!
Share the creative ways you use American Community Survey data to make decisions.

Preview County Profiles on data.census.gov
Search for your county on data.census.gov to explore a visual snapshot of statistics and provide
feedback on this preview data dissemination platform

- Users may
learn more about
data release
schedules, visual
snapshots, and
how to get ACS
data




> Tables & Tools — overview of fields
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American Community Survey

About the Survey Data Tables & Tools Tell Us What You Think!
Respond to the Survey

News & Updates

Data Profiles Selector

Data Data Profiles consist of four tables (Social, Economic, Housing, Demographic)
to give a broad statistical view of a particular geography. We provide an easy
Data Profiles to use Data Profiles geography selector for the most popular geographies:

state, county and place. Our full data website, American FactFinder, provides

Narrative Profiles additional gecgraphies for this table type and many more

Subject Tables

Narrative Profiles
The only place te find the current Narrative Profiles is right here on American

Ranking Tables

American FactFinder
Community Survey website. Narrative Profiles contain much of the same

information found in the Data Profiles, except it is a text-based report with 9 Choose to Compile
plenty of colorful graphs and charts. Use the map selector or the dropdown

boxes to generate a Narrative Profile for your favorite place data based on:

Data via FTP geography selection,
Subject Tables narrative profiles, and

More interested in a particular topic than a particular geography? Check out
our listing of ACS Subject Tables. Subject tables have both numbers and Sub]ect/toplc, or build
percentages making them the versatile choice for data seekers. You can datasets uti I iZi ng

search/filter the listing, and then link to American Factfinder (AFF) where you

Statistical Testing Tool

My Congressional
District

Summary File Data

PUMS Data

Variance Replicate
Tables

g:::!Ethmuty kLY can change geographies and go back in timel Choose your subject table herel American Fact Finder
Custom Tables (Getting started Guide

American FactFinder | bl
American FactFinder (AFF) is by far the most popular of our data avalila e)
dissemination tools. FactFinder houses almost all of the ACS data tables

Guidance for Data
Users

Geography & the ACS (sometimes referred to as "data products”) produced by the American

Technical Community Survey including some of the options listed above for all available
Documentation geographies. To help you with your search on American FactFinder, review
Methodology the "data products” descriptions and use the link with the product of your
Library choice pre-selected.

Operations and
Administration

Wait, there's more!
My Congressional District - some basic statistics for your congressional

Contact Us
district at your fingertips




> Tables & Tools — example
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About the Survey Data Tables & Tools Tell Us What You Think!
Respond to the Survey

News & Updates

Data Profiles Selector
Data Data Profiles consist of four tables (Social, Economie, Housing, Demegraphic)
to give a broad statistical view of a particular geography. We provide an easy

to use Data Profiles gecgraphy selector for the most popular geographies:
state, county and place. Our full data website, American FactFinder, provides
additional geographies for this table type and many more.

Data Profiles
Marrative Profiles
Subject Tables

Ranking Tables Narrative Profiles
The only place to find the current Marrative Profiles is right here on American
Community Survey website. Narrative Profiles contain much of the same

American FactFinder

Statistical Testing Tool information found in the Data Profiles, except it is a text-based report with
My Congressional plenty of colorful graphs and charts. Use the map selector or the dropdown
District

boxes to generate a Narrative Profile for your favorite place.

Data via FTP

Narrative Profiles Share Your ACS Data Story!

Respond to the Survey
Profiles sre short, analytic reports derved from the ACS S-year estimates. Each Mamstve Profile covers 15 differant
Hews & Updates topic areas snd provides teit and ber charts to display highlights o sslected social, ecanomic, housing snd demograshic

| o -
2016 ‘ 2015 ‘ ‘ 2014 ‘ ‘ 2013 ‘ ‘ 202

Data Profiles
Narrative Profiles
Subject Tables 2012-2016 ACS 5-Year Narrative Profiles
Ranking Tables Step 1: Choose Search Method
Supplements| Tables ® Use Msp 0 Use Dropdown Menus
American FactFinder Step 2: Select a Geography Level
More ACS Tools & Apps © Nation © Census Tract
® State =] i istical Area
© County O ZIP Code Tabulstion Ares
O Place © American Indisn Ares/Alasks Native Ares/Hewsiian Home Land

Step 2: Choose a geography, then click Get Profile button:

‘You have selected: lllinois

Get Profile
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> Tables & Tools — example output
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Fopulation and Housing Narrative Profile
2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Wihlle the ACS produces sample-pased population growp and housing =stimates used In this report, the Censes Bureau's Population
Estimaies Frogram produces and disseminaies oficlal estimates of the popuiaiion for the nation, siates, counties, citles and fowns, as
wel s estimates of housing units for skates and cownfies. For more Information SEE: Wlw.CEnsws. Jovipopesh

Pozim that for el gecgraphic arsas, the sampls ussd for the Marmasve Profls mey b= smal as well, Ussrs sre snoouraged 1o sxamine
the detnled taies gn Amaricen FeciFinder that are sssoclassd with the Mamrative Profle taxt. These taples provide sdd Honal isfammasion
ion sampdng vanablity sssoclatsd with the astimates in this repart

Geography: lllinois

Exzpand All Sections Collapse All Sections

¢ Households and Families

In 2012-2015 there were £.3 million houssholds in lllincis. The average household size was 2.8 people.

Families made up G5 percent of the houssholds in llinois. This figure includes both mared-couple families (48 percent)
and other families (17 percent). Of other families, T peroent are female householder families with no husband present and
own children under 18 years. Menfamilly howssholds made up 35 parcant of sl houssholds in lllincis. Most of the
nonfamily households wers people living slons, but some were composed of people living in households in which no one
was related to the householder.

In [¥nois, 32 percent of all housshelds have one or more peoole under the age of 18 28 percent of all households have
one or more people 85 years and over

eIt

Types of Households in [linois in 2012-2018
click graph to view data in table format

Other nonTasy househalds - 5 5
—_—

|'

_J:’\euple liveng allome - 290

Married -goepie families - 47 2

B Onher fasises - 171

Armong persens 15 and older, 50 percent of males and £8 percent of famsles ars currently manied.

Paopulation 15 years and ovar Maler| Females
Never mamad 3re 321
Mow marred, axcept saparated 49E 45.0
Separsiad 14 1.5
Wildowad 25 9.0
Civarcad 85 11.0

In [Wnois, 270,100 grandparents lived with their grandchildren under 18 years old. Cf those grandparents, 33 percent of
them had financial responsibiity for their grandchildren.



» Education

In 2012-2018, 88 percent of people 25 years and over had at least gradusted from high school and 22 percent had s
bachelor's degree or higher. An estimated 12 percent did not complete high school.

The totsl school enroliment in Ilinois was 2.4 million in 2012-20186. Nursery school and kindergarten enroliment was
396,700 and y or high school was 2 million children. College or graduste school enroliment was
940,200.

Educational Attainment of People in lllinois in 2012-2016
click graph to view dsta in table format

Less than High school diploma - 11.7

Graduate or Professional degree - 126

Bachelor's degree - 20.; jgh schoot diploma or equivalency - 26.5

Associate’s degree - 7.8
ome college, no degree - 21 1

» Disability

In lllinois, smong the civilian noninstitutionalized population in 2012-2018, 11 percent reported a disability. The likelihood
of having a disability varied by age - from 2 percent of people under 18 years old, to @ percent of people 18 to 84 years
old. snd to 25 percent of those 85 and over.

Income

»

The median income of households in lllinois was $58,186. An estimated 12 percent of households had income below

$16,000 a year and 12 percent had income over $150,000 or more.

Median Earnings for Full-Time Year-Round Workers by Sex in lllinois in 2012-2016
click graph to view dsts in table format

10,600 21,200 21,800 42,400 52,000

An estimated 70 percent of the households received eamings and 17 parcent received retirement income other than
Social Security. An estimated 28 percant of the households received Social Securty. The average income from Social

Security was $18,312. These income sources are not mutually exclusive; that is. some households received income from
mare than one source.

Proportion of Households with “aricus Income Sources in lliinoig in 2012-2016
click graph to view data in table format

Earnings

Soclal Security

Retirement income

Supplemental Security Income (351) I4.?

Cash public assistance Incoma Iz.s
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> Summary File Data — overview of fields
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> Summary File Data — example

American Community Survey (ACS)

Summary File i
it ¢ Summary File Data
< Back to American e
ggtr:mllnlt!’ Survey The Summary File contains estimate, margin of error, and geography files for each
release.
171 View instructions, guides, and example SAS programs on the Summary File
RGSEWG to the ACS Technical Documentation page.
eam how

2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2070  MORE ~

2017
- In this example,

we want to examine 2017 ACS 1-year Estimates 2017 ACS 5-year Estimates

and download 2017
1-year estimates for
the state of lllinois

via summary files Templates

Includes description of variables in each column for all sequence files and for
the comma delimited version (.csv) of the geography file.

1-Year Summary File 5-Year Summary File

1-year Templates [1.8 MB] 5-year Templates [1.5 MB]



-> In this example, we want 1-yr estimates for 2017

Name Last modified  Size Description
4 Parent Directory -
E’a 1 vear by state 17-Aug-2018 14:41 -
a 1 vear entire sf 17-Aug-2018 14:45 -
a 1 vear seq by state 17-Aug-2018 15:26 -

ﬁ 2017 _1vr_Summary FileTemplates zip 17-Aug-2018 16:15 1.9M

> Summary File Data — example output

a Parent Directory -
ﬁ Alabama All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:39 5 5M
ﬁ Alazka All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:39 1.3M
ﬁ Arizona All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018% 14:38 E.6M
ﬁ Arkansas All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:39 37M
ﬁ California All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:39 47TM
ﬁ Colorado_All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:38 6.9M
ﬁ Connecticut_All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:40 3 6M
ﬁ Delaware All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:40 1.2M
ﬁ DastrictofColumbia All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:41 485K
ﬁ Florida All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:38 20M
ﬁ Georgia_All_Geographies zip 17-Aug-201% 14:41 10M
ﬁ Hawan All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:40 1. 8M
ﬁ Idaho All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:40 2. 6M
4} [llinois All Geographies zip 17-Aug-2018 14:40 14M

-> Users can download zip files based on their query
- We selected zip files of all geographies for llinois



